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Political espionage, alleged commu-
nist loyalties and investigation by foreign 
governments are the heady topics tackled 
by Fort St. John student Margot Gowan—
the winner of the 2013 UNBC Award for 
Academic Writing.

Gowan’s examination of the 
compelling life and death of controversial 
Canadian diplomat Egerton Herbert 
Norman took the accolade last month.

 “When I found out that I’d won the 
award, I was thrilled. The essay I entered 
in the contest was written for an NLC 
first-year history class, and, while I 
already have a science degree, the writing 
style for history essays is totally different 
to scientific writing which made the 
win quite a surprise and a real honour,” 
Gowan said.

 Gowan has taken a range of subjects 
from the NLC University Arts and 
Science program that were not included 
in her previous degree and which she 
needed in order to be eligible to apply 
for the 14-month Alaska Highway 
Consortium on Teacher Education 
(AHCOTE).  

Her future education plans will blend 
personal and academic goals. 

“Having two young children, and one 
with a learning difficulty, has developed 
my interest in childhood education. 
While I’m ultimately hoping to enter 
the AHCOTE program and gain my 
teaching certificate, homeschooling my 
elder son means I may have to postpone 
these plans for a while yet. Meanwhile 
I’m considering returning to my 
scientific roots and taking on graduate 
studies to investigate the effectiveness 
of alternative treatments for Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder,” she said. 

There will be FREE English as a Sec-
ond Language (ESL) classes at the Fort 
St. John Campus, Monday to Friday, 9 am 
to 3 pm.

Students wishing to study ESL this 
September are welcome to join the up-
coming testing/orientation session in 
Room 139 at the Fort St. John Campus on 
August 29 at 8:45 am. 

Tuition is free for Canadians, Perma-
nent Residents of Canada, and people 
who are in Canada with a Live-In Care-
giver Work Permit. All students must 
provide proof of status. There will, how-
ever, be be charges for application, stu-
dent fee and books.

For more information, email Michelle 
Giblak at mgiblak@nlc.bc.ca or call 250-
785-6981.

Funding is provided by the Govern-
ment of Canada. For more information 
visit: welcomebc.ca.

Margot Gowan (left) and her proud NLC History instructor Eva St. Jean. English as a Second Language (ESL) 
instructor Pamela den Ouden was proud 
to share the academic achievement of a 
former ESL and university transfer stu-
dent.

Viviana Marcela Rodriguez Cristan-
cho graduated with an Honours Bachelor 
of Art; a Major in Linguistics and Minor 
in Communications from the University 
of Ottawa this past June.

Congratulations Viviana!

“Because I believe all children, 
irrespective of learning abilities and 
behavioural challenges, should have 
equal access to an environment in which 
they can and do achieve academic and 
social success. I’ve seen how our schools 
are working hard to achieve this, and I 
would love to be part of that endeavour”.

Former ESL student 
graduates with 
Honours at Ottawa U

Viviana Marcela Rodriguez Cristancho

Tuition-free 
English classes 
on FSJ Campus

Inge-Jean Mattson, a Biology instructor on the Fort St. John Campus, has been 
published in the June issue of Polar Biology, a peer-reviewed online journal dedicated 
to publishing original papers and reviews. It is a focal point for biologists working in 
polar regions and also of interest to scientists working in biology, ecology and physiol-
ogy, as well as in oceanography and climatology related to polar life.

The research paper, entitled “Synchronicity of Movement Paths of Barren-ground 
Caribou and Tundra Wolves” can be viewed at:
http://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s00300-013-1356-y.pdf#page-1

The paper deals with movement patterns of highly mobile animals, which can 
reveal life history strategies and ecological relationships. The hypothesis was that 
wolves would display similar movement patterns as their prey, barren-ground caribou, 
and that movements of the two species would co-vary with season. Interspecific move-
ment dynamics were tested using animal locations from wolves and caribou moni-
tored concurrently from mid-October to June, across the Northwest Territories and 
Nunavut, Canada.

Mattson has also been involved with the Vancouver Island Marmot project and do-
ing ground and aerial telemetry on Vancouver Island and the Peace region.

NLC Biology instructor’s research 
paper published in academic journal

The $500 UNBC Academic 
Writing award is presented annually to 
acknowledge an NLC student whose 
research paper demonstrates excellence 
in scholarly writing at a first- or second-
year level.

Thank you UNBC and congratulations 
Margot!

Inge-Jean Mattson carrying out biology work 
in a helicopter.
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NLC student delighted to 
win UNBC’s award for  
scholarly writing excellence
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