
Donna Kane, Executive Director for the Norther Lights 
Foundation, was recently featured at the Bowery Club in 
New York City for her poetry.

Kane was invited to an “Evening of Poetry by Poets from 
Canada”, with other Canadian poets hailing from Saskatoon, 
Toronto, Montreal and Vancouver.

“It was a real honour to be included with so many poets 
whom I’ve long admired,” said Kane. “Poets like Jeanette 
Lynes, Ruth Roach Pierson, Adam Sol, and Sonnet l’Abbé,” 
she added.

“Some of the poets who read that night have also read in 
the Peace Region.”

In addition to being a great privilege to participate, Kane 
was able to reconnect with several old friends.

Kane read poems from her new poetry manuscript, 
Orrery, which is inspired by Pioneer 10, a space probe 
launched by NASA in 1972. An excerpt of the manuscript, 
I Hear You, will be published at the end of November by 
Saskatoon’s JackPine Press.

Though Kane has visited New York City over the last 
20 years, this was the first time she has been given the 
opportunity to read.

“It was a pretty big thrill!” she exclaimed.

Kane reads poetry in New York

Aboriginal Orientation event 
new on Fort St. John Campus

Members of the community joined 
in for the Aboriginal Orientation this 
semester at the Fort St. John Campus.

“This was a first for me, because 
I’m new at Northern Lights College,” 
said Bev Lambert, Aboriginal Student 
Advisor. “But overall I think the event 
was a success.”

People dropped in and joined with 
the students and Lambert for food 
and entertainment throughout the 
afternoon.

“I think participants were curious,” 
she said. “Some seemed shy and 
apprehensive, but eventually joined in 
with the activities.”

Students hosted a traditional feast, 
a Pow Wow Dance performance, a 
Round Dance, and offered information 
about Aboriginal Education and 
opportunities to learn more about 

Students performed in their traditional regalia, entertaining and 
teaching other students, community members and Northern 
Lights College staff.

traditional protocols.
“We explained the tobacco protocol, 

and offering to Elders and the dancers,” 
added Lambert. “As well, we spoke 
about the meanings of the colours on 
the Medicine Wheel, the foods neces-
sary for a feast, the layout of the feast, 
the purpose of the feast, and so on.”

A highlight for Lambert was 
seeing faculty, staff and students come 
together.

“The Round Dance took place 
with both aboriginal and international 
students, and College staff, and 
visitors,” she said. “We feasted and 
danced in the true spirit of community, 
which was our goal.”

Lambert added that she looks for-
ward to the next event, where the Col-
lege can continue to provide teachings 
and overviews of aboriginal values. Donna Kane at the Bowery Club’s poetry reading  in New York City.
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